
Movie Review: Risen (2016) 

Jonathan Jacobson 

 On February 27th the youth group attended a sold-out showing of the 

movie, Risen. The movie portrays events between the Crucifixion and Ascen-

sion of Jesus Christ (in Hebrew, Yeshua). Joseph Fiennes stars as the Roman 

military tribune Clavius, a skeptical pagan in the service of Pontius Pilate. After 

Joseph of Arimathea receives Pilate’s permission to bury Yeshua’s body in his 

own tomb instead of a mass grave, Pilate asks Clavius to ensure that the tomb 

is guarded. When the guards fail to prevent the disappearance of the body, 

Pilate, fearing Jewish unrest, orders Clavius to find the missing corpse. Clavi-

us and his assistant Lucius examine physical evidence (what’s now the 

Shroud of Turin) and interview Yeshua’s disciples, including Mary Magdalene, 

a blind woman named Miriam, and the Apostle Bartholomew. A surprising face

-to-face encounter with the living Yeshua in the Upper Room causes Clavius to 

question his pagan world view and tag along with the Apostles on their journey 

to Galilee, where they hope to see the Risen One again. 

Risen’s strengths include its portrayal of First Century Judea as the backwater 

of the Roman Empire, where Caesar’s soldiers fight brutal battles with Jewish 

rebels who long for a Messiah to lead them to victory over their occupiers. Pilate and the Jewish high priests led by Caia-

phas collaborate to preserve the political and religious status quo. Yeshua’s disciples, in particular Simon Peter, appear 

as ordinary people, full of joy over encountering the Lord, but uncertain about how His Resurrection will affect the rest of 

their lives. Clavius is tired of killing for the Empire, and tells Pilate of his desire for “peace” and “a day without death.” 

Offering precisely these things, Yeshua and the Apostles address Clavius not as an enemy but as a brother, consistent 

with the words the Orthodox Church sings at Pascha, “Let us call brothers even those who hate us, and forgive all by the 

Resurrection.” 

Risen is not without its flaws. Barabbas, the rebel and murderer freed by Pilate on the morning of the Crucifixion, is 

portrayed unrealistically as returning the same day to lead another insurrection. The Virgin Mary is shown crying at the 

Cross but is absent afterwards. Mary Magdalene, the only female disciple with considerable screen time, is portrayed as 

a reformed prostitute, reflecting an opinion of Pope Gregory the Great (6
th
 Century). While the Gospels emphasize that 

the disciples did not recognize the Risen Jesus at first, Clavius recognizes Yeshua immediately as the Crucified One 

risen from the dead. The Apostle Bartholomew is portrayed as a giddy goofball who is clueless about the horrible pain 

caused by Roman crucifixion. Peter leads the Apostles in saying a version of the Lord’s Prayer before a meal, but then 

irreverently tosses the blessed bread over his shoulder to Clavius. The greatest disappointment in the film is the Ascen-

sion itself: all of the women disciples are absent (contrary to Orthodox iconography and Acts 1:14); the location is placed 

in Galilee rather than on the Mount of Olives (Luke 24:50, Acts 1:12); Yeshua does not mention Baptism as in Matthew 

28:18-20; and Yeshua walks off into an explosion of light, instead of rising into the clouds (Acts 1:9-11).  

While Risen is targeted at teens and adults, a superior film for all ages is The Miracle Maker: The Story of Jesus 

(2000), directed by Derek Hayes of the United Kingdom and Stanislav Sokolov of Russia and using a combination of 

animation techniques. Starring Joseph Fiennes’ older brother Ralph as the voice of Jesus, The Miracle Maker begins 

with Jesus’ life as a carpenter and continues through the Ascension. More so than Risen, The Miracle 

Maker succeeds in portraying the story of the Gospels and Acts 1 using the medium of film. ⦁ 
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First Year as a Deacon 

Deacon Nicholas Dujmovic 

 When The Veil’s new coordinator asked for a reflection on my 
first year in the diaconate, I didn't want to do it.  But after a bit of 
thought, it occurred to me that doing something when I wasn't inclined 
to do it–the lesson of obedience–is precisely what I am learning as a 
deacon, along with the lesson of humility.   

 These two lessons–obedience and humility–are related but dis-
tinct modes of the Christian life and are essential for our salvation and 
most appropriate entering Great Lent, the "School of Repent-
ance."  Obvious to anyone who knows me, obedience and humility are 
not exactly great strengths of mine.  Fortunately, the diaconate itself is 
a good school.  Still, don't expect wisdom from me on these topics, be-
cause I'm still very much a student.   

 In December 2011, Father David asked me to come downstairs 
after the Liturgy for a chat.  Uh-oh.  Speaking first, usually an unwise 
move, I blurted out, "Father, I'll do anything to avoid Parish Coun-
cil!"  He paused and said, "Well, then...” and asked me to consider the 
diaconate.   

 Other clergy had asked me before, but now my priest was ask-
ing, so this time I considered the request.  I first asked Cathy for per-
mission. With her consent, and a lot of prayer, I agreed to the path, 
which involved much study, many sessions and guidance from Father 
David and Protodeacon Peter, and finally ordination at the hands of 
our beloved Archbishop NATHANIEL.   

 In the past year, I have been challenged by the opportunities 
presented by my diaconal service in exercising obedience and humili-
ty.  Now, I don't have to go to Parish Council, but I get to go!  Learning 
the services but facing my own mistakes, wearing the cassock yet not 
having all the answers, serving in other churches and really being a 
neophyte, saying "yes" to all tasks from the significant to the lowly, 
thanking God for the patience of others (especially Father David, may 
God bless him), and being grateful for the corrections and advice of-
fered by all–even by certain altar boys to whom I am related:  all this 
has been part of my curriculum in the Diaconal School of Obedience 
and Humility.   

 A deacon, literally and functionally, is a servant.  I want to be a 
good servant of God and His holy people, and that means learning the 
lessons of obedience and humility as my diaconate develops.  Brothers 
and sisters of Protection parish, I ask for your prayers 
and also your thoughts on how I can better serve you. ⦁ 
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St. Juliana Fellowship 
Lenten Soup Luncheon on April 3rd!  
Proceeds go to OCMC missionaries 
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Bioethics 

Dr. David Fernandez 

Science and technology have doubtlessly changed 
the way we live and redefined what is possible during our 
time on Earth advancing both our quantity and quality of 
life. But one of the greatest challenges of our time is distin-
guishing between what should and should not be done. As 
Orthodox Christians, we are uniquely placed to view such 
advancements through the lens of the Gospel. A new drug 
that reduces an afflicted child’s suffering is a blessing. 
However, if new discoveries lead to new ways to exploit 
people, then who are we if we do nothing? As a cell biolo-
gist, I believe it is critical for us to keep informed and to 
carefully consider the main biomedical and bioethical is-
sues of the present time.  

 To this end, Father David and the Young in Faith 
Group have been gracious enough to allow me to present 
selected topics in bioethics. These discussions began last 
fall, with two more discussions on the agenda.  We began 
with the issue of embryonic stem cells, and then we moved 
on to euthanasia with last discussion focusing on Genetic 
Therapy and Eugenics. Our remaining two topics, vaccines 
and environmental science, will be full of relevant infor-
mation with extremely thoughtful discussion from the 
amazing Young in Faith Group.  I encourage all who are in-
terested to participate, as the reality of our modern world 
is that these topics will only grow in number and complexi-
ty.  Let us be aware, informed, and prepared! ⦁ 

 

Young In Faith (YIF) is a monthly potluck and discussion 
group that meets in parishioners’ homes. We discuss a wide 
variety of topics, and we’re in the middle of our bioethics se-
ries. Our next discussion series will be on how Orthodox can 
and should interact with Islam. YIF has been meeting for six 
years in over seven different houses. YIF is a welcoming com-
munity and has been a great source of education for our par-
ish. Whether you’re young in age, the faith, or at heart we 
hope you’ll join us at the next Young In Faith. For more de-
tails or to be placed on the email list please contact Daniel 
Silver at danield.silver@gmail.com   
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Bookstore 

Highlights for Lent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We encourage you to visit the 

bookstore for the essential and 

classic Great Lent by Fr. Alex-

ander Schmemann. Look for other 

titles such as Lenten Spring by 

Fr. Thomas Hopko, and Lent, Won-

derful Lent in the children’s 

book section. We also have the 

Holy Week and Pascha service 

books for you to read at home.  
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Notes from Bible Study 
Lauren Cooper 

 In our Bible study, we have been reading through the 
Gospel of St. Matthew and various patristic commentaries. Dur-
ing this intensive reading, I have been struck by the shape of 
Christ’s ministry on earth as seen through the narrative of the 
Gospel. Jesus leads us through a cycle of praying, teaching, ex-
horting, and healing, almost as if moving in a slowly ascending 
spiral towards God. In the early chapters, we learn that Jesus be-
gins his ministry by retreating to the desert for 40 days to fast 
and pray; He then calls his disciples and begins to teach them, 
and preaches to the crowd in the Sermon of the Mount before 
beginning his healing ministry. We can begin to see a pattern 
emerge, with Christ engaging with others before retreating to 
pray, and then coming out again into our midst. In this way, I 
can see Christ as an example of a living Liturgy, with Him as the 
great high priest coming out amongst us in the Great Entrance, 
before returning to the altar to prepare His body and blood for 
our healing and salvation.  

 In our most recent discussion, we read chapter 16, which 
provides a turning point in Christ’s ministry as He slowly unfolds 
the will of God to the disciples; no longer merely teaching 
through parables or healing physical ailments, He begins initiat-
ing the disciples into the life of martyrdom, the apex of His spiral 
shaped ministry. Jesus begins to teach us the twofold nature of 
redemption – through sin, death entered the world, but through 
Christ’s death on the cross, we are freed from sin and death. As 
St. John Chrysostom says in a homily on this chapter, “it will be 
impossible for you even to be saved, unless you yourself too be 
continually prepared for death.” When we pick up our crosses 
and follow Christ, we are able to participate in the life-saving 
journey of salvation, through the valley of martyrdom, obedi-
ence to Christ and His church, and eternal thanksgiving for 
God’s provision and mercy in all things. ⦁ 
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MOOPS 
Moms of Orthodox Pre-Schoolers 

A time of  fellowship for moms, dads, nannies, and kiddos!  
Thursday, March 3rd 10—11:30am 
Wednesday, March 30th 10-11:30am 

At the home of  Nicole Fernandez 

Coffee Hour  
March 6 

Fellowship Meal - Manos 

Clean up – Help Needed 

Sunday School Meal – Help Needed 

 

March 13 

Fellowship Meal – Kathy Miroy  

Clean up – Kathy Miroy 

Sunday School Meal – Help Needed 

 

March 20 

Fellowship Meal – Beranek 

Clean up – Beranek 

Sunday School Meal – Help Needed 

 

CLICK HERE TO SIGN 

UP!  
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Sunday School Update: 
Youth at St. Mary’s will participate in the beautiful Lazarus 
Saturday and Palm Sunday services this year. Teachers will 

update students about the opportunities to sing and help in 
a variety of ways.  
Save the dates: 

April 23—Lazarus Saturday Church School Retreat (begins at 
10 am with services) 

April 24—Palm  Sunday Services 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4caead29abf49-fellowship
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4caead29abf49-fellowship


Q&A with Father David 
 

Q: Why are Name’s Days celebrated in the Orthodox Church?  

 

A: In the New Testament we see that names have a great signifi-

cance, so much so that sometimes those who came to follow 

Christ accepted a change of name to reflect their new life in 

Christ. Simon became Peter and Saul became Paul. As the 

Church grew, more Christians were given names reflecting their 

new faith (e.g. Anastasios for “Resurrection”, Dorothea for “gift 

of God.”) As these early Christians died for the faith and became 

recognized as saints, it became a way to carry on their good exam-

ple by taking on these names in baptism. Today we remember 

this by our “name’s day,” when we commemorate the day on 

which the saint for whom we were named died and thus was 

“born” into heaven. Or it might be a feast of the Lord, for in-

stance, in Romania, those who have floral names celebrate Palm 

Sunday (called Duminica Florilor or “Sunday of Flowers”) as 

their name’s day feast. Serbian families have a slightly different 

tradition—they celebrate the name day of the saint on whose day 

their family entered the Orthodox faith centuries ago. This is 

called a Slava. In any form, your Name’s Day is a day for celebra-

tion, like your birthday but of even greater significance, because it 

reminds us of the life to come and our own future birthday into 

the Kingdom of God. 
 

Have a question about Orthodoxy, Theology, or the meaning of life? Submit 

your questions to veilnewsletter@gmail.com.  
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God Grant You Many Years!  

Happy Name’s Day to… 
17—St. Patrick of Ireland: John Patrick Cleary  

25—The Annunciation of the Most Holy The-

otokos: Morgan “Marie” Marshall  

Happy Birthday to… 
Asihel Betsuamlak  

Demiana Asghedom  

Dsa. Tanya Danilchick  

Joe “Joey” Coleman  

John Patrick Cleary  

Kami Cleary  

Marilyn Thomas  

Marian Bogdan Maxim  

Maya Manser and Michael Manser  

Morgan “Marie” Marshall  

Nadine Thola  

Natalya Sophia Beranek  

Nina Manser  

Renee Lerner  

Robert Lorentz  

Sarah Kathryn Jacobson  

Sophia Dill  

Stephanie Sikorski (turns 90!) 

Todd Sweet  

Yvonne Athanasaw  

Happy Anniversary to… 
Joseph and Mina Coleman  

Forest and Nadine Thola  
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Adult Education  

We will be finishing up Part One of Catechesis 
on Wednesday nights. Part Two on the Mys-

teries of the Faith will begin on Saturdays at 4 
p.m. starting March 1 with “The Mystery of 

Holy Baptism.” 

Church Cleaners 
 It's a new year and a perfect opportunity to clean St. Mary's 

after liturgy! Cleaning involves dusting the pews, window sills, ico-

nostasis, and any other furniture around the narthex and nave, as 

well as cleaning the glass on the icons. Once in a while, after a candle-

light service, wax may need to be scraped off the pews with an old 

credit card. Vacuuming involves vacuuming the entire carpeted area 

in the narthex and nave of the church.  

 If you team up with another person, it only takes about 45 

minutes to clean. The more volunteers we have, the less any one per-

son has to clean on a regular basis. Please contact Amy Dill for further 

instructions and with any questions you may have. Her email is 

kainos83@yahoo.com or you may call her at 301-848-9396. 

Happy Leap 

Year Birthday 

to Paula Yus-

kavage 

mailto:veilnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:kainos83@yahoo.com
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Women’s Bible Study 
We will resume our study of the Apoca-

lypse of St. John at the home of Denise 

Manos on Tuesday, March 22nd at 7:30 

p.m. We will be studying Chapter 1:4 to 

the end of Chapter 2.  In the meantime, 

please keep the Wogloms in your prayers. 

In Christ, Stacy Gullette. For directions, 

please contact Denise Manos.  

Readings at Noon: 

Spiritual Meditations 
 A small, informal group gathers 
at St. Mary’s most Fridays at noon to 
read and meditate on Orthodox spiritual 
writings. In the last few years the group 
has been studying the Philokalia – a col-
lection of texts in the Hesychast tradi-
tion, written by the Fathers of the 
Church between the 4

th
 and 

15
th

 centuries.  

 The readings delve into nuanced 
dimensions of spiritual struggle and the 
human soul and give advice on the at-
tainment of inner stillness. Each session 
includes close reading of 4-5 pages at a 
time and discussion.  

Visit patristicsblog.com to learn more.  

The Woglom family would like to express our 
deepest gratitude to our wonderful St. Mary fam-
ily for your gifts of love and support in the wake 
of our two sons' diagnoses. Knowing that you are 
walking beside us as we face months of hospitali-
zation for leukemia (Alex) and a sudden diagno-
sis of type 1 diabetes (James) means more than 

you could know. We are taking one day at a time, 
thankful for God's blessings and grateful for your 
prayers. Thank you sincerely, and may God bless 

our St. Mary community! --With love in Christ 
from George, Eleni, James, and Alex 

SAVE THE DATE!  The Metropolitan DC Orthodox Mission 

and Outreach Committee is again sponsoring a Mission din-

ner, at SS Peter & Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church 10620 

River Road Potomac, MD, on Sunday, May 15,2016, begin-

ning with a Pan-Orthodox Vespers at 4:30 pm, Hors d’Oeu-

vres and a Silent Auction at 5:15 pm, and the Mission Din-

ner and Missionary presentation at 6:00 pm.  All proceeds 

benefit the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC). 

The speaker is Very Rev. John Chakos, speaking on 

"GUATEMALA MISSION FACES EAST: THE NEXT 

STEP IN CONVERSION". Tickets: $55.00 for adults; 

under 22, $30, and children under 6, FREE; table for 10 is 

$500; reservation deadline: May 12, 2016. For information: 

Dr. John Demakis, email: demakis9931@gmail.com or Bet-

ty Slanta, email: slanta@verizon.net.  Enclose check and 

mail to SS Peter & Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church 10620 

River Road Potomac, MD  20854, ATTN: Mission Banquet 

(B. Slanta). Make the check payable to OCMC, note: 

“Mission Banquet”.  

mailto:denise.manos9@gmail.com?subject=Women's%20Bible%20Study
http://patristicsblog.com/
mailto:slanta@verizon.net
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 
• 9am - 10am 
Choir Practice 
• 9:30am - 10am 
Memorial: Subu 
• 10am - 11:45am 
Divine Liturgy 
• 5:30pm - 7pm 
Youth Group 
• 6pm - 8pm 
Young in Faith: 
Bioethics 

29 
• 11am - 12pm 
Funeral: Grecco 

1 2 
• 7pm - 7:30pm 
Vespers 
• 7:30pm - 8:30pm 
Adult Education 

3 
• 10am - 12pm 
Office Hours 

4 
• 10am - 12pm 
Office Hours 
• 12pm - 1pm 
Book Study 

5 
• 1pm - 2pm 
HB: DC 
• 3pm - 4:30pm 
Catechism 
• 5pm - 6pm 
Vespers 

6 
• 9am - 10am 
Choir Practice 
• 9:30am - 10am 
Akathist 
• 10am - 11:45am 
Divine Liturgy 
• 1pm - 2pm 
Baptism: Watson 

7 
• 7pm - 8pm 
Byzantine Chant 
Class 

8 9 
• 40 Martyrs of 
Sebaste 
• 7am - 8am 
Divine Liturgy 
• 7pm - 7:30pm 
Vespers 
• 7:30pm - 8:30pm 
Adult Education 

10 
• 10am - 12pm 
Office Hours 

11 
• 10am - 12pm 
Office Hours 
• 12pm - 1pm 
Book Study 

12 
• 11am - 12pm 
Marriage Prep 
Part 3 
• 3pm - 4:30pm 
Catechism 
• 5pm - 6pm 
Vespers 
• 6pm - 7pm 
Group Confession 

13 
• 9am - 10am 
Choir Practice 
• 9:30am - 10am 
Akathist 
• 10am - 11:45am 
Divine Liturgy 
• 11:45am - 12pm 
Forgiveness Ves-
pers 

14 
• First Day of 
Great Lent 
• 7pm - 8:30pm 
Great Canon 

15 
• 7pm - 8:30pm 
Great Canon 

16 
• 10:30am - 
11:30am 
Pre-sanctified 
Liturgy 
• 7pm - 8:30pm 
Great Canon 

17 
• 7pm - 8:30pm 
Great Canon 

18 
• 10:30am - 
11:30am 
Pre-sanctified 
Liturgy 
• 12pm - 1pm 
Book Study 
• 12pm - 1pm 
Book Study 

19 
• 3pm - 4:30pm 
Catechism 
• 5pm - 6pm 
Vespers 

20 
• 9am - 10am 
Choir Practice 
• 9:30am - 10am 
Akathist 
• 10am - 11:45am 
Divine Liturgy 
• 5:30pm - 6:30pm 
Sunday of Ortho-
doxy at St. So-
phia DC 

21 
• 7pm - 8pm 
Byzantine Chant 
Class 

22 23 
• 6pm - 7pm 
Confession 
• 7pm - 8pm 
Pre-sanctified 
Liturgy 
• 8pm - 9pm 
Lenten Dinner 

24 
• 10am - 12pm 
Office Hours 

25 
• Annunciation 
• 10:30am - 
11:30am 
Vesperal Liturgy 
• 12pm - 1pm 
Book Study 
• 12pm - 1pm 
Book Study 

26 
• 3pm - 4:30pm 
Catechism 
• 5pm - 6pm 
Vespers 

27 
• 9am - 10am 
Choir Practice 
• 9:30am - 10am 
Akathist 
• 10am - 11:45am 
Divine Liturgy 

28 
• 7pm - 8pm 
Byzantine Chant 
Class 

29 30 
• 6pm - 7pm 
Confession 
• 7pm - 8pm 
Pre-sanctified 
Liturgy 
• 8pm - 9pm 
Lenten Dinner 

31 
• 10am - 12pm 
Office Hours 

1 
• 10:30am - 
11:30am 
Pre-sanctified 
Liturgy 
• 12pm - 1pm 
Book Study 
• 12pm - 1pm 
Book Study 

2 
• 3pm - 4:30pm 
Catechism 
• 5pm - 6pm 
Vespers 

MARCH 
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