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IN MEMORIUM:
MARIE & ARMAND

On

October 28 we will hold a Memorial Service for two founding members of St. Mary's Church, Marie Scala Ficken, who
fell asleep in the Lord in April 2010, and her son,
Armand Allen Scala, who passed away one year ago
this month. Together they worked tirelessly for St.
Mary's Church and the Orthodox community in metropolitan Washington.
As the son of a Priest, Armand grew up in the
church and was totally dedicated to doing whatever
it took to spread his faith. Hard work was routine
and he pursued his objectives tirelessly, no matter
how difficult, inconvenient or time-consuming.
While active in many different Orthodox congregations in Washington over the years, Armand was
dedicated to building an English-speaking parish,
and it was under his leadership that St. Mary’s became a reality. He assumed this responsibility with
open arms, developed a strong will to serve the Orthodox community and never refused those in need
of help. He was a trusted and well respected leader,
and those who worked with him, worked enthusiastically for him. He was strong willed, but in a positive way. His ideas were big and he operated with
conviction. Always the optimist, everything was possible, everything had a solution and the goal was always a happy ending. He was one of a kind, embracing everyone and everything.
Marie, of course, was one of Armand's teachers. Her faith was a major part of her life and she
shared it with others through her music. She was
dedicated to her church, and committed to adding
what she could to its beauty. She accomplished this

through its choirs – and every choir she directed was
exceptional. She strove for perfection, gave of herself wholeheartedly, and expected the same in return
from her singers. They respected her for it because
the results of their time and energy. Her choir members were devoted to her and her relationships with
them were long term. She was confident in her
knowledge of music. She never let her church or the
choir down. For her it was about faith, dedication
and hard work, and she embraced these ideals with
open arms.
Marie set high standards for those who followed
her. Her efforts to maintain the liturgical music and
traditions of the Orthodox world are the foundation
of St. Mary's choir today. Through her 75 years of
directing choirs she drew from diverse sources to
assemble a remarkable repertoire of liturgical music. It remains the core of our choir music today. Marie's love of music, her talent and her broad
experience in forming and directing Orthodox
choirs, established St. Mary's choir as "exceptional"
in its beauty and versatility.
In 1975, under the guidance of these two individuals, the Festival of Choirs was founded. These
choirs were drawn from the Orthodox parishes in
the metro area, performing individually and as a
group for some eight years. On numerous occasions
Marie directed the combined 200 voices at the Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers as well as festival performances. In 1977, Marie gathered voices from many
of the area Orthodox churches to form the versatile
Pan Orthodox Madrigals, a choir that would, until
her death, sing at festivals, weddings, funerals, special liturgies and a variety of concerts at venues such
as the White House, the National Cathedral, the Supreme Court and the Kennedy Center. In 1988, His
Beatitude Metropolitan Theodosius (OCA) issued a
“Proclamation” honoring Marie for her “dedicated
(Continued on page 3..)

Protection of the Holy Mother of God Orthodox Church in Falls Church, VA
An English Speaking Parish Community of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate, OCA

“The Veil”

October 2012

COUNCIL
CORNER

that we need to provide our bankers evidence that
we are responsible when we go to refinance our
property every 5 years (required for commercial
loans), and should we desire to make improvements
and look for bank financing demonstrate that we are
a good risk.

by Christopher Thomas, President

S

eptember 1 was the start of the new Church liturgical year. Summer ended and it is back to
school for the children of our parish. And before we
know it we will be in the nativity season. It is a
good time to review where we are and what we look
to do the rest of the calendar year. For the Parish
Council we have grappled with the departure of our
long-term tenant in our Irvington property and rejoiced in the transformation of that house to the St.
Nina house. It is difficult for a church to have property to manage, primarily because it is a business
relationship that demands business objectivity, and
we are not a business. We have look to the maintenance of our buildings and grounds and authorized
donations for missions and humanitarian.

Finally, how we close 2012 lays the foundation
for our goals and budget for next year. There are
many areas where we need to do maintenance on
our facilities, many opportunities to help those in
our community and Orthodox Christian in America
and around the world. Each year we trim those
goals to submit a balanced budget to the Parish Assembly. To address the areas we are able now and
to add in the areas that many of you have suggested
we need to give resources of our selves.
Thank you for all the support you provide
our parish, the support we provide to each other, to
our charitable activities, and our parish operations.

We have been tracking the Church budget
and expenses. Jon Jacobson and his wife Lori have
been working long hours to get us the most accurate
and up to date information. As of Sept 15th we have
together donated $119,699 to the general parish activities. A very generous amount of money, but
over $6K short of the commitment we made for this
year. We had higher expenses than planed in the
areas of building and grounds, our water bill, advertising, and office supplies. The advertising bills
were part of a residual commitment to the yellow
pages we did not recognize when we developed the
budget. We are still attempting to understand the
higher than expected water bill. And your building
and grounds budget is always just our best guess at
the start of the year. With expenses running ahead
of our budget we currently have an operating deficit
of about $10K. To meet our 2012 budget goal of
$178,000 we will need to receive an additional $58K
in the next few months.

ANNUAL NATIVITY
SOUP LUNCHEON

Over the last quarter of the calendar year we
must all consider our giving level and responsibility
to the operation and maintenance of the parish. Sound financial management tells us that together as a family we should contribute from our
resources to fund the Church ministry. And beyond

Sunday, December 2
The St. Juliana’s Guild is once again selling soup to raise
funds for OCMC missions. Help is needed for making various recipes, as well as set up and clean up. Please come
to our meeting October 14 to learn how you can help!
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Our Daily Bread Program
Once Again Asks for
Your Help!

many people struggling to keep themselves and
their children fed, this year more than ever. Through
Our Daily Bread, an interfaith ministry based in
Fairfax City which provides supplemental groceries
for up to three months to needy families, we have an
opportunity to reach out and help.

By Jeff Beranek, Coordinator

See Jeff Beranek to sign up, or call at 703-875-3090
or email to jmberanek@msn.com.

"What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say
you have faith but do not have works? Can faith
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks
daily food, and one of you says to them, 'Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill', and yet you do
not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of
that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead." James 2:14-17
Sign Up Now for Our Daily Bread
Each Fall, St. Mary parishioners "adopt" 15 families by shopping for a week's worth of groceries and
personal-care products, then delivering them to the
families´ homes on our church´s assigned day. This
year, our delivery is scheduled for Sunday, November 11. Even in prosperous Fairfax County, there are
(Memorial-Continued from page 1)

stewardship of time, labor and talent for the Holy
Orthodox Church and its people…” In 2009, in honor of her remarkable contribution and devotion, St.
Mary's dedicated its choir loft to her.
Armand’ contributions extended beyond St.
Mary’s church. He founded and presided over the
Congress of Romanian Americans (CORA), whose
purpose was to assist Romania in its integration into
NATO. He served as vice-president of the Romanian American Chamber of Commerce, supporting a
bi-lateral relationship between Romania and the U.S.
Armand also co-founded the Central and East European Coalition (CEEC), an organization that represents 18 ethnic organizations and over 22 million
Americans with the purpose of urging American
policymakers to commit to the newly independent
countries of that region. Among the awards for his
untiring efforts, Armand received the National Order of Merit from the President of Romania in 2004.
Please join us to remember the lives and work of
two of our founding members who so enriched Orthodox communities wherever they lived.
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OCL Conference Features
Archbishop NATHANIEL
and Protodeacon Peter
Danilchick

Y

tion of the Assembly of Bishops), who will be reporting on the September 22 meeting of the Assembly of Bishops in Chicago. Other speakers include
Dr. James Billington (Library of Congress), Khouria
Frederica Mathewes-Green (author), the Hon. Andrew Natsios (Faculty of Georgetown University),
Dr. Andrew Walsh (Center for the Study of Religion
in Public Life), Dr. Gayle Woloschak (Faculty of
Northwestern University), and other distinguished
presenters.
The above conference promises to be spiritually
uplifting, informative and inspiring. It is my sincere
hope that many Orthodox from Maryland, Virginia
and Washington will come together to celebrate this
organization and our Orthodox faith.
For more details, registration and schedule,
please go to www.ocl.org

by Marilyn Rouvelas

OU are invited to attend all or part of the

OCL 25th anniversary Conference, “Our Orthodox Past—Our Orthodox Present—Our Orthodox Future,” October 25-27, 2012, in the Washington
metro area. Church services and programs will be
held at local Orthodox churches, the Library of Congress, and George Washington University (Mt.
Vernon Campus).
For years I have been hearing about possible unity in the United States of Orthodox churches in different jurisdictions. In the early 1990s, unity was
talked about only in hushed tones, if at all. But in
keeping with our conciliar Orthodox tradition, different Orthodox churches began working successfully together in organizations such as International
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) and the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) under the
auspices of SCOBA (Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops) started in 1960. Forty-eight years later
in 2008 the call for unity was made loud and clear at
a Synaxis of the Heads of all the Orthodox churches
convened in Istanbul, Turkey. The Synaxis called
for the healing of the uncanonical situation of overlapping dioceses in the Orthodox diaspora. SCOBA
was replaced in 2010 by the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishop of North and Central America
(Assembly of Bishops), which has been established
to promote Church unity, strengthen the common
pastoral ministry and be a witness to all outside her.
www.assemblyofbishops.org These are exciting
times for our Orthodox community: a time of many
opportunities, new synergies, and broadening love
among our sisters and brothers in Christ.
Renewal and a canonically unified Orthodox
Church in the United States has been central to the
mission of Orthodox Christian Laity (OCL), an independent, national, Pan-Orthodox organization. Two
of the featured speakers will be His Grace Bishop
Maxim (Coordinator for the Committees of the Assembly of Bishops) and Protodeacon Peter
Danilchick (Liaison for the Committees on Regional
Planning, Financial Affairs and Theological Educa-

Marilyn Rouvelas is the author of A Guide to Greek Traditions and
Customs in America

What is the St. Juliana
Ladies Guild?
by Ellen Robinson, Guild President

It

is a group of dedicated parish members who
offer spiritual, financial and moral support to
our church.
St Juliana was a devoted Christian with a profound intellect and a goodness of soul. In naming
the Guild after her, the members at St. Mary’s strive
to perform any task asked of them. The members
regularly assist in the preservation and maintenance
of the church and grounds, hosting of events (visits
by dignitaries, etc.) and the many other needs of an
active parish. Their volunteerism and devotion is
demonstrated as they hold soup luncheons and yard
sales to raise funds for ministries and host retreats to
enhance the spiritual needs of the community. Even
though traditionally, groups such as this have been
associated with women only, it would be a disservice to not recognize that the men of St. Mary’s have
supported us through their participation as well.
The group meets about six times a year to plan
events and is a welcoming and friendly group.
Our Advent Soup Luncheon will be held on December 2. The next meeting will be October 14, after
Fellowship Hour. Please join us and get involved
with this wonderful group.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

30

Wednesday
2

• 10am - 11am
Divine Liturgy
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 8pm
Byzantine Chant
Class

• 9am - 10am
Choir Practice
• 9:30am - 10am
Akathist
• 10am - 11:30am
Divine Liturgy
• 11:30am Fellowship Hour/
Church School
• 11:40am - 12pm
Memorial: Codrea
• 5pm - 6pm
Great Vespers
with Litya
7

8

9

• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 8pm
Byzantine Chant
Class

12:30pm

Fellowship Hour/
Church School
14
• 9am - 10am
Choir Practice
• 9:30am - 10am
Akathist
• 10am - 11:30am
Divine Liturgy
• 11:30am -

16

22
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 8pm
Byzantine Chant
Class

23

24
• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult Education:
The Way

29
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 8pm
Byzantine Chant
Class

30

31
• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult Education:
The Way

Fellowship Hour/
Church School

12:30pm

Fellowship Hour/
Church School
28
• 9am - 10am
Choir Practice
• 9:30am - 10am
Akathist
• 10am - 11:30am
Divine Liturgy
• 11:30am 11:45am

Ficken/Scala
Parastasis
• 11:30am -

10
• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult Education:
The Way

15
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 8pm
Byzantine Chant
Class

12:30pm

21
• 9am - 10am
Choir Practice
• 9:30am - 10am
Akathist
• 10am - 11:30am
Divine Liturgy
• 11:30am -

3
• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult Education:
The Way

12:30pm

• 9am - 10am
Choir Practice
• 9:30am - 10am
Akathist
• 10am - 11:30am
Divine Liturgy
• 11:30am -

Thursday

17
• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult Education:
The Way

5

Friday
4

• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours

11
• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours

18
• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours

• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours

1

• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours

25

5
• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours
• 12pm - 1pm
Book Study: The
Ladder

12
• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours
• 12pm - 1pm
Book Study: The
Ladder

19
• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours
• 12pm - 1pm
Book Study: The
Ladder

26
• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours
• 12pm - 1pm
Book Study: The
Ladder

2

• 10am - 1pm
Office Hours
• 12pm - 1pm
Book Study: The
Ladder

Saturday
6
• SVS Education
Day
• 10am - 12pm
Choir Practice

13
• 5pm - 5:45pm
Vespers with
confessions

20
• 5pm - 5:45pm
Vespers with
confessions

• 5pm - 5:45pm
Vespers with
confessions

3

• 5pm - 5:45pm
Vespers with
confessions

27
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GOD GRANT YOU
MANY YEARS!

OCTOBER COFFEE
HOUR SPONSORS

October Birthdays
September 30: Codrea Memorial Meal
Reem Betsuamlac
Mihai Boicu
Andrea Boicu
Marissa Cheplick
Samuel Cheplick
Joe Cox
Nicholas Dujmovic. the younger
Paul Koory
Kyra Kozemchak
Christina Kozemchak
Denise Manos
Stephen Miroy
Jerry Rij III
Tina Scala
Claudia Spita

October 7: Subdeacon Nicolas & Kathy
Dujumovic
October 14: Lukas & Lea Halim
October 21: Brian & Irina Hardesty
October 28: Scala & Robertson Families
In memory of Armand Scala
& Marie Scala Ficken
November 4: Ovidiu & Dorina Maxim
November 11: DOXACON FUNDRAISER!

HOLY BREAD BAKER

October Anniversaries
21
Robert and Kristine Lorentz
23
Stephen and Kathy Miroy

Dsa. Tanya Danilchick

October Saint’s Name Days
3
14
23

St. Dionysus-Denise Manos
St. Parascheva-Petka Lorentz
St. James (Iakovos), Brother of the Lord:
James Woglom

EPISTLE READER
Subdeacon Eugene Huang

Protection of the Holy Mother of God
Parish Feast Day Celebration Weekend
Saturday, September 29 Annual Dinner Dance at St. Luke’s
Sunday, September 30 Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m
Great Vespers with Litya 5:00 p.m.
followed by special reception
Monday October 1– Parish Feast Day Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m

Please join us for all of these wonderful services in honor of the
Mother of God and 24 blessed years of worship and fellowship!
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AROUND THE COFFEE

SAVE THE DATE!
Altar Server Retreat
Saturday, November 17

News and events percolating
around our Orthodox community

Father David and Subdeacon Eugene Huang will
be leading a special retreat for the altar servers of St.
Mary. This is an excellent time for the boys to get
better acquainted and get to know their special jobs
better! If your son has not served before, this retreat
will be a great opportunity to learn more about expectations and readiness. More information will be
in the next issue of The Veil. If you would like to
help or have questions, please speak with Subdeacon Eugene.

Archbishop NATHANIEL to
visit St. Mary
His Eminence, Archbishop NATHANIEL, Locum
Tenens of the OCA and Bishop of Detroit and the
Romanian Episcopate, will join us for divine liturgy
on Sunday, October 28.
His Eminence will be in Washington DC to attend
the annual OCL conference (see page 4.) as well as
pray for the soul of his friend, Armand Scala, and
his mother, Marie Scala Ficken (see page 1.).
We ask that our parishioners offer to help
around our parish with beautification both outside
and inside the church property. The Scala & Robertson families will host coffee hour, but any help
with table set up, coffee or food preparation would
be greatly appreciated.
Finally, PLEASE arrive early to church. His
Eminence likes to educate the faithful as he dresses
in his vestments, so this is a great opportunity for
children and new to Orthodoxy to watch and learn!

17th All American Council to Elect New
OCA Primate November 13th.
A special one day only session will meet in Parma, Ohio for the selection of a new Primate of the
OCA. This low key and penitential event will take
place at Parma’s Holy Trinity Cathedral. Father David and Protodeacon Peter will attend. There is limited space for observers. To learn more, please visit
www.oca.org to find out more information about
registration and attendance details.

St. Luke’s Pan-Orthodox
Children’s Costume Party

Sister Deborah (Hile) to visit this October

Looking for a non-spooky alternative to Trick or
Treating? Come to St. Luke’s Orthodox Church! Preschool aged children through 3rd grade are encouraged to attend with their parents, to a fun evening
of pizza, seasonal games and other activities. Costumes are welcome...scary masks or characters are
not! The evening will end on a holy note, with Vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Sister Deborah Hile, a nun at the Holy
Myrhhbearers monastery in Otego, NY, will be with
us Sunday, October 14 and Sunday, October 21.
Sister Deborah, a former parishioner of St. Mary,
was recently tonsured a Rosaphore, which means
she has now dedicated herself to the monastic life.
Sister Deborah will be a guest at the new St. Nina house and will offer to St. Nina Director, Patricia
Balzer, her wisdom and experience in becoming integrated in a women’s community that serves Christ
and developing a sisterhood.
Please make sure to give Sister Deborah a warm
welcome when she visits us!

WHEN: October 31st
TIME: 5:00-7:00 pm
St. Luke Orthodox Church
6801 Georgetown Pike
McLean, Virginia

THE VEIL WOULDN’T EXIST WITHOUT PARISHIONER
CONTRIBUTION! DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER ISSUE:

Please RSVP by October 15th
Kristine Lorentz Kristine.lorentz@gmail.com
Kathy Lumovich - kgl@iname.com

OCTOBER 25
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