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  Last month I shared with you a reflec-

tion on the top 5 regrets that the dying have. 
This month, in the light of our Lordõs glorious Res-

urrection, Iõd like to give thanks for the life regrets that he 
has assuaged in my life.  
     As I told you, I myself cannot relate to those who say 
they have òno regretsó. The sheer number of my sins, 
both of commission and omission, the willing and the 
unwilling, the known and the unknown, prevent me from 
such a freedom. However, as a Christian, my life has been 
changed by Jesus Christ. While I certainly have regretsñ
things I wish I had done differently, or not at all ñthey no 
longer define the story of my life .  
         The greatest regret that I have is my failure in my 
friendships and relationships, whether we just grew apart 
or the friendship was snuffed out by neglect or malice or 
insensitivity. But through Christ, my relationships and 
friendships in the fellowship of the Spirit have multiplied 
many more times over than what I had on my own. And 
these friendships are exactly the ones I need, and lift me 
up when I am down, or I lift up others when they need it. 
There is understanding, because we all recognize our-
selves as co-pilgrims through this life, working out our 
salvation (sometimes) in fear and trembling.  
     Another regret I grew up with, and one I had no con-
trol over, was being an only child. But through Christ I 
have more brothers and sisters than I can count. Each per-
son whom I encounter is an opportunity from God to ex-
pand my sense of family and community. Each person 
whom I meet is a child of God, and if God has invited me 
to be one as well, that means I never need be an only 
child again.  
      Likewise, my wife and I sometimes regret not having 
more children. But through Christ in the Church any soul 
we help lead to the Lord is like our son or daughter to us. 
Whether as a spiritual father or as a godfather, or simply 

as a father figure to others, the desire to offer the gift of 
loving parenting is always available, and comes with 
great joy at seeing others grow. It also comes with great 
responsibility, and that humbles the soul! Whether it is 
baptizing a baby or burying an elder, I must treat each of 
the children God has given me as my own son or daugh-
ter, father or mother, brother or sisterñsometimes all at 
once! 
      Sometimes I regret that did not travel as much as I 
could have before I settled down. God has provided more 
abundantly! Because of Christ, I have been blessed to 
travel to many states and even overseas to share His Gos-
pel, experiencing my fellow human beings and their lives 
across cultural divides in ways far richer than that of any 
tourist. I have found that wherever I have gone, everyday 
life is as normal as anything, and the simple joys of food 
and friendship are the cornerstone of human communion.  
      I have other regretsñtoo many to name. When I was 
in high school I would have loved nothing more than to 
have joined my friendsõ rock band and set out for star-
dom. Now, ironically, I am the only one of them who con-
sistently òsings for my supper,ó who uses music as a reg-
ular part of my career, singing praises to the Lord. Since I 
was a child, I (curiously) dreamed of becoming an author, 
and enjoy the vanity of being a published writer. Now, I 
write regularly, but my words are not for my own glory 
but for Godõs, and I hope they will bring Him pleasure 
that I might find a place in His Book of Life.  
      Anything and everything that I ever thought was so 
important, God has shown me a better way. The Right-
eous Job lost everything, all at once, but God restored to 
him twice as much as before. God has been merciful to 
me, the unrighteous and unworthy. He has gently moved 
me away from what I did not need and has given me far 
more than I could have imagined in my ignorance and 
vanity. May you find that he has done the same for you, 
and is doing the same for you continually. òBlessed be the 
Name of the Lord! God is the Lord and has revealed him-
self to us!ó  
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   2nd Annual R.O.E.A Family Life Conference  in June 
 
 With the blessing of His Eminence, 
Archbishop Nathaniel, the Auxiliaries of 
the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of 
America invite you and your family to 

this yearᾷs Family Life/All -Auxiliaries Conference  being 
held June 26ð29, 2014 at the Vatra Romaneasca.  

         Last year, our Episcopate began a new way of gather-
ing as a Church family. It was incredibly successful and we 
hope it will be so again. This year, the conference will fea-
ture a special tribute to Archbishop Valerian of blessed 
memory, commemorating the 100th anniversary of his 
birth.  

      In addition to the annual meetings of the Episcopate 
Auxiliaries ñARFORA (women), The Brotherhood (men 
and women), AROY (youth), and the monastic communi-
tiesñthe conference includes activities for the entire fami-
ly . The Planning Committee has prepared a program  that 
includes workshops on a variety of themes and for all stag-
es in life, a series of workshops particularly for Clergy, and 
those interested in Christian education, a reprise of the 
spirited òBible Challengeó competition (form your teams!), 
tours of the Vatra (our òhearthó), as well as a rich array of 
worship services, community building events, and oppor-
tunities to socialize and enjoy the company of our family 
and friends. Come and enjoy the Opening Picnic with ac-
tivities for the whole family on Thursday June 26th, the 
Tribute Night to Archbishop Valerian on Friday evening, 
an elegant semi-formal dance on Saturday evening  and a 
Festive Banquet after celebrating the Divine Liturgy to-
gether on Sunday. Overall, we have tried to create an 
event that honors our past while also meeting the needs of 
our present.  
        So, mark your calendars for June 26ð29, 2014! We in-
vite you all to draw near, with faith and love, gathering 
with us as a Church Family at the Vatra once again this 
year.  

http://roea.org/upcomingevent.html
http://roea.org/files/Family%20Life%20Conference/2014-FLC-Registration-Packet.pdf
http://roea.org/upcomingevent.html

