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UNDER
PRESSURE
By Father David G. Subu
It's the terror of knowing
What this world is about
Watching some good friends
Screaming let me out!

I’m

“Under Pressure”
by Queen with David Bowie

just going to come right out and say it—I
dread Christmas. No, I don’t mean the celebration
of our Lord’s Nativity in the Flesh and the services
of the Nativity season. I mean everything else that
has come to be associated with the feast: decorating, shopping, cooking, travelling, pushing myself
to be cheerful on dreary days, trying to please everyone (and failing). Yes, even celebrating can become a chore.
I wasn’t always such a humbug. And even this
mood is just that—a passing temperament. But it’s
one that many of us find ourselves in. It typically
comes from self-inflicted PRESSURE we put on
ourselves to perform. Even if we think it comes
from without the reality is we put it on ourselves at
some point. We already do this often enough at
work or school at home. Then we go and take a
time of the year set aside to leave those earthly
cares behind and do the same! The more we try to
make things perfect (according to our own confused and limited ideals) the farther we seem to be.
PRESSURE can ruin your holiday from within!

Add to this that in this month’s issue of The
Veil, your beloved Council President felt the PRESSURE to PRESSURE you, the faithful, to financially
support the parish to end the year on a good note.
Our beloved Protodeacon, reporting on the work of
the Assembly of Bishops, will PRESSURE you work
for Orthodox unity in America and in turn put
PRESSURE on the hierarchs. Our beloved St. Juliana’s Guild would like to PRESSURE you to make
and buy and eat soup for missions. The beloved
Church School will PRESSURE you to attend and
support the annual pageant. I will PRESSURE you
to help the poor and donate more to charity, to
come to services, to make your confessions, as well
as reinforce all those PRESSURES already mentioned, because they are all good and worthy!
One thing I promise I will not pressure you to do
is to say it doesn’t bother you! The best I can do is
say that I am your co-sufferer— but also your cocelebrant. So are all my co-workers in the vineyard.
We rejoice with you in your rejoicing, even if we
grieve with you in your grieving. My earnest hope
is that in spite of whatever pressures we may put
ourselves under you will find the stillness and the
peace that is the heart and soul of Christmas: the
gentle glow of candles and lights in the dark nights,
the warmth of the hearth against the cold, the company of friends and family with whom you need
make no explanations. In commemorating the birth
of Christ we are celebrating the birth of freedom
from worldly cares and from the slavery of our
own self-afflicting reasoning. May God bless you
and give you strength and serenity this Nativity
season!
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that parish giving was over 80% of the objective,
with the hope that donations in December would
make up the difference. Whether that hope becomes
a reality is dependent on you.
Having a positive net income at the end of the
year gets to be pretty important—especially when
you spend time at the bank asking for a renewal of
the mortgage or a new construction loan for covering part of the cost of improvements to the Church
social hall and facilities. When we apply for a loan
at the bank they have pretty simple requests: they
ask for our membership numbers, how we are organized (we are incorporated in Virginia), and require
financial statements for the past three years looking
for a positive balance each year (they want to see
that we are not going to put their money at risk).
Father David happily announced at the Dinner
Dance that St. Mary’s had paid off the mortgage on
the Church building. The Dinner Dance on the 25th
Anniversary was the ideal time to celebrate paying
off the Church mortgage. Over the years the work
of Eleni and George Woglom and the Dinner Dance
committee have raised money that reduced the
Church’s mortgage by more than $70K, and saves
the parish $4K each year in mortgage interest payments. This year’s proceeds were used to reduce
our refinanced mortgage for our second house (and
parking lot) by over $9K (leaving that balance owed
of about $160K).
This all gets me back to counting for the end of
the year. Each of us has something to offer, we each
have our own gifts, and the members of St. Mary’s
are very generous with their offerings. I ask you to
please give of your treasure, large or small, to help
us with the work of the Church. Your donation
makes a real difference in our Parish, our community, and our world. That there is a simple church in a
neighborhood tucked away between route 29 and 50
might not seem like something that changes the
world, but it does. It gives us peace to pray for the
world around us, to take care of each other, and give
us a reminder to do good in our community. The
Church nourishes us, a guides us through the words
of our Lord and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. I ask
you to donate and help make St. Mary stronger, give
us the means to take care of the physical needs of the
Parish while Our Lord, Our Lady the Theotokos,
and Father David minister to our spiritual needs. I
pray you have a happy Christmas with the joy of
family and the love of our Lord.

Council Corner
By Christopher Thomas
Council President

As

we wrap up 2013, we have
an opportunity to look back
at the year and take measure of how much we have
and how much we have given. Church giving normally increases in December because we are all looking to the joy of Christmas (with a reminder from
the IRS that December 31 follows soon after). During the holidays, there are many charities that need
our help and support. Each Sunday, Father announces a new real need. From those harmed and
displaced by wars and natural disasters to those in
our own community and parish needing help. I encourage you to donate to each of these many causes.
But, I also ask you to stop for a moment and consider a generous donation to St Mary.
The Parish Council has asked that I send you an
update on the year, and a prayer that you will find it
in your heart to donate to help us meet our financial
target budgeted for 2013. I have noted in past articles that the Parish Council’s job is to be a caretaker
for the day-to-day business of the Parish. We are a
pretty stingy group and with each precious dollar
we consider how to act and react. We worry about
small and large issues— like the increasing amount
Bank of America is charging each month for our
checking account (we are moving to Burke and Herbert over the next several months to save $30 a
month) or like the cost of building maintenance
items. We wonder how repairs can cost so much and
try to decide if those are things we can do ourselves
or if a professional is needed.
At each meeting, Jon Jacobson, Parish Treasurer,
gives us a thorough financial report. The report lasts
most of 30 minutes and covers a couple dozen hours
of work Jon and his wife, Lori, have invested over
the month accepting bills, writing checks, accounting for donations, and tracking balances. Being the
Treasurer at St. Mary requires a lot of hard work,
worry, and optimistic encouragement—and is often
a thankless job (please applaud Jon and Lori for their
efforts)! We run our balances in the red starting in
January and into mid December, when the Treasurer
finally sees a chance that we will end the year with a
positive income. In his November report , Jon stated
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LOTS OF TALK ABOUT
ORTHODOX UNITY...

future depends on us, all of us, each of us, whether bishop, clergy or laity, whether young or old. We are all
called to be leaders in the Church, assisting other leaders, and creating initiatives that will bring people together in the common work of the Church. My presentation
to the students is available via the link: http://
vimeo.com/79349882
Each and every one of us needs to pray for unity and
to work for it in any way that we can. For example, we
can write to our Bishops and speak with them personally about unity. They may not know that we even care
about it. If we don’t say anything to them, they might
just think that we don’t care. We can be alert to activities
in our neighbor churches that we might participate in,
such as retreats with guest speakers, teacher education
programs, youth events, and choir workshops. Purely
social get-togethers like parish picnics and bazaars are
also great opportunities to meet others and begin friendships. The bottom line is that the future is up to us.
We know what the Lord Jesus Christ wants. He proclaimed his desire in his high-priestly prayer to His Father before he ascended the Cross: “That they may be
perfectly one, so that the world may know that You have
sent me and have loved them as You loved me.” (John
17) Will we trust in the power of His prayer and do what
he wishes us to do? Jesus wants us to be one. Let us
work and pray for unity. Let us be one in thought and
deed.

By Protodeacon Peter
Danilchick
...but is anyone really doing anything about it?
We all know that there are many Orthodox
“jurisdictions” in this country...OCA, Greek, Serbian,
Antiochian, Russian, et al, and that there have been several efforts over the past decades to unite them. The very
term “Orthodox jurisdiction” is itself an oxymoron.
There is supposed to be only one Orthodox Church in
one place and one Bishop in one city / geographical territory...with no overlap nor “jurisdictions.” This is the
ages-old canonical norm in the Church. The situation we
have now in this country is due to many historical issues
but it cannot continue, if we wish to fulfill the Gospel
vision and evangelistic mission of the Orthodox Church.
The ancient patriarchates and autocephalous Churches
decided some years ago to take action to address this
“canonical anomaly.” They established Assemblies of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in twelve regions, one of
which is North and Central America. Our own Assembly has met as a whole body four times since 2010 and
works throughout the year via a number of committees.
The last general meeting was held in Chicago two
months ago in September 2013.
Last month, the Assembly sponsored the first official
public forum sponsored by the Assembly in Cleveland,
Ohio. I was privileged to be the principal speaker. We
were blessed to have Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh
(Greek Archdiocese) and Bishop Peter of Cleveland
(Russian Church Outside of Russia) to participate in a
Q&A session afterwards. Some 300 people filled the Holy Trinity Orthodox Church (OCA) for the event. I provided an overview of the Assembly and its achievements to date. I also shared highlights from the most
recent annual Assembly meeting, including a look at the
various models of unity that were discussed in Chicago
this past September. The proceedings were videotaped
and both my presentation and the Q&A session are
available on the Assembly website via the link: http://
assemblyofbishops.org/news/2013/hundreds-attendcleveland-forum
The bishops are the ones who are working within the
Assembly. They have the ultimate responsibility. But
what about “ordinary” clergy and laity? Of course, that
is another oxymoron since we are not ordinary: each of
us has our own special talents to offer to the Church.
The day before the Forum, I spoke to a group of Orthodox college students in Cleveland on “The Future of the
Church in America.” The gist of my talk was that the
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The St. Mary Church School
Presents:

A Shepherd’s Play
A Medieval Christmas Story

Sunday, December 15
12:30 p.m.
All are welcomed!
Bring a camera!

NATIVITY SERVICE SCHEDULE 2013
Divine Liturgy EVERY day!
Mon., Tue., & Thu. at 7:00 a.m.
Wed. & Fri. at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday at 10:00 a.m.
December 24-Nativity Eve

December 25–Nativity of our Lord

5:00pm - 6:30 pm
Vesperal Liturgy

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
followed by singing carols and
festive Strata breakfast!

10:00 pm - 12 pm
Candlelight Vigil
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1
• 9am - 10am
Choir / 9:30
Akathist
• 10am - 11:30am
Divine Liturgy
• 11:30am 12:30pm

Fellowship/
Church School

8
• 9am - 10am
Choir / 9:30
Akathist
• 10am - 11:30am
Divine Liturgy
• 11:40am 12:40pm
OCMC Soup
Luncheon
• 11:45am 12:45pm
Pageant Practice
15
• Sunday of the
Holy Forefathers
• 9am - 10am
Choir / 9:30
Akathist
• 10am - 11:30am
Divine Liturgy
• 12pm 12:40pm
Nativity Pageant

22
• Sunday of the
Genealogy of
Christ
• 9am - 10am
Choir / 9:30
Akathist
• 10am - 11:30am
Divine Liturgy
• 11:45am -

2
• 7am - 8am
Divine Liturgy
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 8pm
Byzantine Chant
Class

• Conception of
Theotokos
• 7am - 8am
Divine Liturgy
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 8pm
Byzantine Chant
Class

Wednesday
3

• 7am - 8am
Divine Liturgy

Thursday
4

• St. Barbara
• 10am - 2pm
Office Hours
• 10:30am 11:30am

Divine Liturgy
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult Education
9

• 7am - 8am
Divine Liturgy

10

• 10am - 2pm
Office Hours
• 10:30am -

11

11:30am

Divine Liturgy
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult Education

16
• 7am - 8am
Divine Liturgy
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 8pm
Byzantine Chant
Class

17
• Prophet Daniel
• 7am - 8am
Divine Liturgy
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Women's Bible
Study

23

24
• Christmas Eve
• 5pm - 6:30pm
Vesperal Liturgy
• 10pm - 12am
Christmas Vigil

25
• Nativity of our
Lord
• 10am 11:15am
Festal Liturgy

30

31
• 6pm - 10pm
New Year's Eve
party

1

• 10am - 11am
Divine Liturgy

• 10am - 2pm
Office Hours
• 10:30am -

18

11:30am

Divine Liturgy
• 4pm - 7pm
Office Hours
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult Education

Friday

Saturday
6

5

• St. Sava
• 7am - 8am
Divine Liturgy
• 10am - 2pm
Office Hours

• St. Nicholas
• 10am - 2pm
Office Hours
• 10:30am -

12
• St. Spyridon
• 7am - 8am
Divine Liturgy
• 10am - 2pm
Office Hours
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Parish Council

13
• St. Herman of
Alaska
• 10am - 2pm
Office Hours
• 10:30am -

• 7am - 8am
Divine Liturgy
• 10am - 2pm
Office Hours

• Parish Priest
Vacation until
January 4

11:30am

Divine Liturgy
• 12pm - 1pm
Book Study

19

11:30am

• 10am - 11am
Divine Liturgy
• 5pm - 6pm
Vespers with
confessions

• 10am - 2pm
Office Hours
• 10:30am -

20

Divine Liturgy
• 12pm - 1pm
Book Study

• 10am - 11am
Divine Liturgy
• 5pm - 6pm
Vespers with
confessions

27
• St. Stephen the
Protomartyr

Fellowship

2

12:30pm

Fellowship

5

3

21

28

12:30pm

29
• Holy Innocents
• 9am - 10am
Choir / 9:30
Akathist
• 10am - 11:30am
Divine Liturgy
• 11:45am -

14

Divine Liturgy
• 12pm - 1pm
Book Study

11:30am

26

7
• 10am - 11am
Divine Liturgy
• 11am - 2pm
Nativity Retreat
• 5pm - 6pm
Vespers with
Group Confession

4

• 5pm - 6pm
Vespers with
confessions
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GOD GRANT YOU
MANY YEARS!

DECEMBER COFFEE
HOUR SPONSORS
A clip board is posted in the fellowship hall to sign up
for coffee hour. Slots listed as AVAILABLE means it is
expected that more than one person is to help host
coffee hour in some manner. Thank you.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Alexander Spita
Amy Dill
Anna Rij
Brianna Cleary
Eleni Woglom
Elizabeth Robertson Wallar
Elizabeth Sweet
George Woglom
Hans Scheifele
Jeffrey Michael Beranek
Jenny Henderson
Libby Hall
Lori Monica Jacobson
Lydia Mesias
Nicholas Masick
Steve Berg

DECEMBER 8
SPONSORED

ST. JULIANA GUILD: Lenten Soup Luncheon

DECEMBER 15
Coffee/Set-Up

Psa. Stephanie

AVAILABLE

Church School Meal
& Beverages

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Ivan Plis

Christina Jatras

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Adult Meal &
Beverages

DECEMBER SAINT’S NAME DAYS

Clean-Up

6

St. Nicholas of Myra: Nicholas Masick, Subdeacon Nicholas Dujmovic, Nicholas
Dujmovic the Younger, Subdeacon Nick
Jones, Nicholas Cleary
9 Conception of the Theotokos (St. Anna):
Anna Caraveli, Brianna Cleary, Anna Rij
20 St. John of Kronstadt: Jonathan Jacobson
25 The Nativity of Christ: Stella (Star)
Schmalzbach
27 St. Stephen the First Martyr: Preoteasa
Stephanie Subu

DECEMBER 22
Coffee/Set-Up

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Church School Meal
& Beverages

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Bobby Alekos

AVAILABLE

Adult Meal &
Beverages

Clean-Up

DECEMBER 29

HOLY BREAD BAKER
Tanya Danilchick

Coffee/Set-Up

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Church School Meal
& Beverages

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

Bobby Alekos

AVAILABLE

Adult Meal &
Beverages

EPISTLE READER

Clean-Up

NO READER ASSIGNED
6
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CLEANLINESS IS NEXT TO GODLINESS
(Especially in our church!)

AROUND THE COFFEE URN
News and events percolating
around our parish community

We are STILL looking for some new volunteers to help in the cleaning of the sanctuary
after liturgy.
Cleaning involves dusting the pews, window sills,
and other furniture in the narthex and nave of the church,
as well as cleaning the glass on the icons and sweeping
between the pews. It takes about 45 minutes for one person to complete. Vacuuming involves cleaning the carpet
in the narthex and nave. No volunteer would be turned
away, whether you'd like to clean the church once a
month or once a year.
For more information or to sign up for cleaning email
Amy Dill at kainos83@yahoo.com or call her at 301-8489396.

NEW FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY: CONTEMPORARY
LITERATURE AND FILM REVIEW GROUP
Miss Lauren Cooper has organized a casual fellowship
group to discuss contemporary literature and film from
an Orthodox Christian perspective. This group is open to
ages 15+ and meets once a month at St. Mary Fellowship
Hall:
When: December 15
Time: 6-8 p.m.
What: "Repentance and Self-Limitation in the Life of Nations" by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

CHRISTMAS
STRATA
BREAKFAST

When: January 19
Time: 6-8 p.m.
What: Bring a favorite poem or two for discussion.
When: February 9
Time: 4-8 p.m.
What: Film Review—"12 Angry Men"

Stork Alert!
Hans and Andra Scheifele are happy to announce the
birth of their daughter, Seraphina Soriya Popa Scheifele ,
on October 30. Their son, Kenton, is proud to be a big
brother. We wish them many years and good health!

Wednesday
December 25

Poinsettia Fundraiser

Once again, Father David and Preoteasa
Stephanie will be serving delicious meat and
vegetarian strata, along with hash browns,
following Christmas Divine Liturgy.

Nothing says “Christmas” like seeing our sanctuary filled
with beautiful poinsettias! Poinsettia donations are traditionally made in memory of a loved one, which will later
be published in the January newsletter. Please look for
donation envelopes in the pews on Sunday. You can also
mail in your donation with “Poinsettia” on the memo
line.

So she knows how much to prepare, PLEASE
RSVP by December 21 to reserve your
seat!

No St. John Dinner This Year
Father David and Preoteasa Stephanie sadly announce
there will not be a St. John Dinner this year, due to scheduling conflicts. They hope to cook a nice feast for you later in the year.

THE VEIL WOULDN’T EXIST WITHOUT PARISHIONER
CONTRIBUTION! DEADLINE FOR JANUARY ISSUE:

DECEMBER 20
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Each New Year’s Eve, families gather in our hall for a fun, family friendly evening of food, drinks,
games and lots of laughs!
Traditionally, those coming are asked to bring a dish to pass (enough to feed 20-30 adults and children-pizza, party sized appetizers, dip/chip and crockpot based dishes work well)... and a board game!
Apples to Apples, Settlers of Catan, Monopoly, card based games, and Children’s Bingo (prizes!) are
popular among the guests. Any game is welcomed, as long as it is easy to learn and can handle
groups!
Because we ring in the New Year early, Greenland time, this is an excellent “warm-up” party for
adults who have other places to celebrate! Please stop by!
5:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 PM

Set-up/Decorating
Readers Te Deum Service
Potluck Dinner
Party and Game Night begins!
Happy New Year Greenland
Poker Tournament/Grown-up Party

As a courtesy, please RSVP to Eleni Woglom
so we know to have enough food and all of the fun
stuff to ring in the New Year properly!
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