Volume 26, Number 7

LUAU & SILENT AUCTION
SPECIAL ISSUE!

P

rotection of the Holy Mother of God
parish is all grown up! Hard to believe, but our community has officially
been worshipping and serving inside the D.C. beltway for
24 years! We have reached the age in parish life when
one looks back at its youth and reflects how simpler
things were during “mission-hood”. We depended on
others to provide us a functional space for worship, without the worldly cares of what it takes to maintain the
building. The community was smaller, more intimate,
since every person had to contribute in some way in order to get what needed to be done, done. It was practice
for the real thing to come!
After a few years, it was clear that the parish was
growing up and developing into a fledging parish community. Like teenagers, we wanted a space of our own to
better express our mission and uniqueness. More and
more visitors were coming, seeking a spiritual home that
focused on English only services. Through God’s divine
providence, as well as the generosity of the faithful, we
took that leap into independence and bought our own
place! Wow! A building of our own! Everyone was excited to claim it by decorating it with what represented
Orthodoxy best… the presence of Iconography! After 6
long years of financial campaigning and planning, the
sanctuary is now complete, and a drastic change to what
it looked like before.
More and more services were being added, as well as
outreach opportunities, which is the benefit of owning
church property. Tables and chairs were purchased to
accommodate the growing number of children who needed ministry through a Sunday School program. More sophisticated coffee hours were taking place to encourage
parishioners to relax and enjoy each other’s company.
The community was slowly transitioning from acting like
a mission to functioning as a real parish.
Now, adulthood has set in, along with all of the aches

and pains that go with it. Our home is very well lived in,
and wear and tear of the facility is taking its toll. Utilities
are always on the rise and as with any older building, we
always need to be ready to replace items that no longer
work. Responsibilities are greater than ever, compared to
the days of showing up at a rented space one day a week.
Our community has been going through a growth spurt
in the last few years and we are in need of more space.
For the last six years, George and Eleni Woglom,
along with Anna Caraveli, have worked tirelessly to organize our Dinner Dance & Silent Auction, as a response
to the need for large scale fundraising. This is our most
important fundraiser of the year. Proceeds go to paying
down our mortgage so we can usher in the next phase of
growth: hall expansion, more parking, and upgrading the
bathrooms. Our dinner dances have proven to be very
successful, but not by the organizers alone, but also
through the many volunteers who contribute their time
and talents to make our Dinner Dance unique and fun!

Eleni & George Woglom

Most importantly, the biggest factor is YOU! YOU
purchased a ticket to come to the dinner. YOU made a
bid on an auction item. YOU brought friends or family to
the event to help us celebrate! Without YOU getting involved, our dinner dance wouldn’t be a success. We want
YOU, as well as a friend, to attend this year’s Luau, and
be part of the next chapter of our parish history. Please
see the Woglom’s or Anna Caraveli on how YOU can volunteer, donate an auction item, or to purchase tickets!
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FREE TO ACT LIKE AN IDIOT:
Memories of Dinner Dances Past
By Anna Caraveli

You

tors or any of our compartmentalized, anxiety-provoking
relationship categories; and you are all joined in the pursuit of a common purpose that is bigger than any of you.
And, to top it all off, you get to play dress-up and engage
with them without any of the usual disruptions of tired
children and other obligations cutting your coffee hour
short.
I will grant you that not everyone who feels comfortable in an environment derives joy from the freedom
of making fools of themselves! Maybe this is not your
cup of tea. But whatever your way of unwinding, this is
a rare moment of uncomplicated joy and meaningful camaraderie that is the essence of a community in Christ.

know how there are some
things you just know are “not
you?” For some, nature trails and camping out evoke
sheer horror and images of giant mosquitoes and deranged serial killers lurking behind trees. For me it is
math, patiently assembling furniture or listening to how
something works. Dancing is somewhere on this list.
Give me any opportunity to express ideas or sing, and
you won’t be able to shut me up. That’s me. But things
that require body coordination and patience?
Definitely not me! When I was a teenager, I
Picture caption
would slowly back out of rooms if there was
an attractive boy on site, so he wouldn’t
watch my awkward walk. So why is it that
at these annual dinner dances, I throw myself into dancing like it was the thing I was
born to do?
I recently looked at pictures of myself dancing at the auction two years ago. In
my sober, post-dinner dance state, they
seemed embarrassing: a middle-aged (maybe even “old”
according to some purists—perish the thought) lady; an
unseemly picture of tousled hair; red, sweaty face; disheveled clothing and an unhinged look in my eyes. But
while I was actually doing it—being that crazy lady-- it
was unfettered joy and abandon. And for some reason,
this is what the experience of these annual events is for
me: feeling unencumbered from having to “edit” how I
want to be perceived; freed from endless assumptions of
what others may be thinking or implying about me. Life
becomes simple and refreshing: bid, eat, talk, dance and
repeat over and over again.
I am not sure why I get such joy out of our dinner dances. I remember elaborately planned, exclusive
spa week-ends or trips abroad in periods of my life when
I was searching for new escapes from depression or anxiety. The pressure of “having to enjoy them” because
they were so expensive, took so long to plan or were the
“last resorts,” actually increased my anxiety. But there
are no weighty expectations at the dinner dance; no professional networks or critical relatives to impress or appease! These are people you have prayed together at
church; learned, struggled and shared with in study
groups, informal discussions, events and lay ministries;
whose children you watched grow. Or they are those
who have recently joined and brought a fresh breath and
fervor to our worship. They are “people”—not colleagues, clients, consumers, suppliers, suitors, contrac2
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Saturday, September 29, 2012

Hosted at St. Luke’s Orthodox Church in McLean, VA
6:00 P.M. to 11:00 P.M.

Come in festive tropical or semi-formal attire and bring dancing shoes! “Golden Pineapple
Award” for the most exuberant outfit! This event is open to everyone age 21 and over.

Just some of the fabulous auction items
that will await for bidding are…
Group Dinner Parties * Unique Items of Craft
Religious Items * Guided Tours * Themed Gift Baskets
Service for Hire * Gourmet Baked Goods

ALL THIS RIGHTEOUS FUN FOR ONLY
A $50 SUGGESTED DONATION!
Please make checks payable to St. Mary Orthodox Church with “Dinner
Dance” in the memo. If you cannot afford the suggested donation, please
consider donating what you can! We would like to see 100% participation!
Checks, along with your name, address, email , phone, and guest name(s),
can be mailed to Eleni Woglom at: 9644 Boyett Court
Fairfax, VA 22032.

PAID RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED
BY SEPTEMBER 16. NO TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR!!!
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SPY vs. SPY!
By Subdeacon Nick Dujmovic

OUT OF THIS WORLD

Did you know that our parish boasts members who
are current and retired employees of several U.S. intelligence organizations? Have you ever wondered what it
would be like to live the life of a spy?
In recognition of our faithful’s contributions to U.S
national security (and because we asked), the International Spy Museum in Washington D.C. has donated to
our auction a rare 5 complimentary tickets to its worldrenowned permanent exhibit on the world of espionage!
The top bidder on this prize will be able to treat his or
her own personal cell of five agents to a unique experience, learning about spying from Old Testament times
(see Genesis 42:9 and Numbers 13:17) through the Cold
War struggle between CIA and the KGB, all the way to
the present conflict with terrorism.
Wait, there’s more! In addition to this terrific museum
opportunity, the winning agent team will also have an
exclusive meet and greet with the museum’s Executive
Director, Mr. Peter Earnest, who is a 35-year veteran of
CIA and who spent more than a quarter-century helping
to run spies for the benefit of America’s national interests. During the Cold War, his identity was secret
and he operated in the shadows, but he’s come in from
the cold just to meet with you and your special team.
You’ll want to bid high and bid often (US currency only, please, because all the spies insist on it) on this package. This is not your usual Washington D.C. museum
visit!

By Daniel Silver
Air & Space fans… this is for you! The top 5 bidders of
the auction will win a personal tour of the Udvar-Hazy
Air & Space Museum!
Big deal, you say? Lots of people have been there.
However, this is NO ordinary tour! You will be treated
like a VIP guest by your very special museum Docent, the
Rev. Fr. Stanley Voyiaziakis! That’s right! Fr. Stanley volunteers in his spare time to share with everyone his love
air and space history. Fr. Stanley will also include lunch
and an IMAX movie experience as part of your day! How
often can one discuss theology and the possibilities of the
space program at the same time? The Truth is really out
there!

A TOUR OF YOUR WARDROBE
By Preoteasa Stephanie Subu
What? A tour of my wardrobe? Am I going to Narnia?
Not quite. However, your clothes can say a lot about you,
what you like, where you have been and who you are as a
person. (Like signaling to everyone that you are a practical, boring clergy wife who finds wearing black very convenient.)
In Washington D.C., it is about dressing to impress.
Every now and then, it is always a good idea to update
your wardrobe palette to keep up with style, sending the
right message to your boss, business partners or your fellow Stacy London’s.
The winner of this auction prize will have the opportunity to receive 2 hours of fashion consulting by a professional fashion stylist. If you looking for a new job, have a
major life change or just need figure out ‘What Not to
Wear”, then this is a great prize for all of the fashionistas
out there!

MILITARY & ENGINEERING BUFFS!
THIS IS FOR YOU!
By Nick Jones
The top winners of this auction prize, will be treated to
a very exclusive tour by Reader Nick Jones of the Naval
Hydromechanics Lab at the Naval Surface Warfare Center, Carderock Division, Bethesda, MD. Reader Nick will
show you what he does with engineering science for our
U.S. Navy. This is an excellent opportunity for high
school or college students who are interested in engineering!
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MAKE YOUR NEXT HOME PARTY
A SPECIAL EVENT!

A TISKET, A TASKET
BID ON THEMATIC BASKETS
By Psa. Stephanie Subu

By Daniel Silver

Nothing is more fun than receiving a gift that is filled
more gifts inside! You open each one, appreciating how
it might relate to the other. Together, they either tell a
story or create a larger picture of the purpose of the gift.
This is very much like our church: you walk inside a
beautiful sanctuary, then you meet the people, smell the
incense, hear the music and see the iconography, each
presenting itself to you as a gift to behold. Yet, when put
all together, creates the big picture of being heaven on
earth! At our auction, we will have for bidding themed
gift baskets that will have inside, little treasures that will
add up to experience life in another place or time.
For those who wish to travel, but can’t, you can bring
the French Countryside or the cultural beauty of China
home with you. Instead of moving mountains to get to
Mt. Athos, somebody has brought the mountain to you in
a gift basket filled with religious items from the island!
Does music and a little prayer need to be the only thing to
take you away from stress? Why not bid on our Liturgical Music gift basket to sooth your ears and soul! Ushering off a new college student in need of “church at
dorm”? There is a gift basket for that, with all that is
needed for a little home altar and worship items. Finally,
you can be ahead of organizing for Pascha this year and
receive beautiful Pysanki eggs to decorate with!
Please take time at the dinner dance to take a trip
around the auction tables. With the right bid, you too
can bring home your little present within a present!

I'm a Mixologist. I am an alchemist who can turn a boring beverage into something golden! During my tasty
education, I memorized a hundred and fifty industry
standard drinks, learned why James Bond was wrong for
asking for his martini shaken and not stirred, and how to
serve a dozen drinks in less than six minutes.
Theme parties are a favorite. Specialty drinks such as
the “Vampire” and “Candy Corn Martinis” are great for
Halloween. The winning bidder will receive my expert
advice on specialty drinks that will fit your budget for
your event and up to 5 hours of bartending service . The
bid does not include the price of the liquor or the items
they are to be mixed with.
So if you have a party, a wedding, or any special event
coming up, think of hiring a Mixologist to add some creative flavors and excitement!

GO FROM AN OKAY COOK TO A
COOKING SENSATION!
By Preoteasa Stephanie Subu
Washington D.C. boasts a lot of “foodies”, or people
who love to eat! We have many exotic restaurants to satisfy every palette. However, they don’t necessarily satisfy a
typical budget. To save money, home cooking is once
again become “en vogue”.
There is no greater foodie in our parish than Reader
Nick Jones, who also happens to be a stellar gourmet
cook. The top 3 bidders of this auction prize will win 10
gourmet cooking lessons! Nick will offer his expertise on
his specialty, baking, as well as main dishes and dessert!

WE ENTS CANNOT HOLD BACK BID
WARS...
By Father David Subu

AS GOD AS MY WITNESS, I SHALL
NEVER NOT HAVE PARKING AGAIN!

...but Tree Beard is willing to weather such things, as the
Ents have always done! Even though Tree Beard is on
nobody’s side, he will certainly be happy to join that of
the highest bidder!
Once again, Fr. David and Psa. Stephanie will continue
their tradition of painting a special miniature from the
Lord of the Rings collection for the auction. Tree Beard is
roughly 5 inches tall, carrying the loveable Merry and Pip
on his shoulders. The figurine will be mounted on a landscaped base, ready to for display in your own part of Middle Earth. All Bagginses and Boffins, Tooks and Brandybucks, Grubbs, Chubbs, Hornblowers, Bolgers, Bracegirdles and Proudfoots welcomed to bid….as well as 2nd
bids!

By Psa. Stephanie Subu
St. Mary is in a parking drought. Parking is at a premium, and most of you end up squished along the side of
the streets, taking a long walk around the neighborhood,
in order to reach our church doors. NEVERMORE!
The highest bidder of this auction prize will receive
their OWN personal parking space for one year, including
a reserved sign with your family’s name on it! Don’t you
deserve a parking break?
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Sunday
29

• 9am - 9:30am
Akathist/Choir
practice
• 9:30am - 11am
Divine Liturgy:
Summer Hours
• 11:45pm -

Monday

Tuesday

30

Wednesday

Friday

1

31

• Office closed

Thursday

• Dormition Fast
begins
• Procession of
the Cross
• 10am - 11am
Divine Liturgy
• 7pm - 7:45pm
Paraclesis

• Office closed

12:15am

Saturday

2

3

4
• 7 Sleepers of
Ephesus
• Dormition Fast
• 5pm - 5:45pm
Great Vespers
with Confessions

9

10
• Dormition Fast
• 10am - 1pm
Vacation Bible
School
• 7pm - 7:45pm
Paraclesis

11
• Dormition Fast
• 10am - 11am
Baptism: Dill
• 5pm - 5:45pm
Great Vespers
with Confessions

• Dormition Fast
• 7pm - 7:45pm
Paraclesis

• Dormition Fast
• 7pm - 7:45pm
Paraclesis

DOXACON
Meeting
5
• Transfiguration
Forefeast
• 9am - 9:30am
Akathist/Choir
practice
• 9:30am - 11am
Divine Liturgy:
Summer Hours
• 5pm - 6pm
Great Vespers
with Litya

6
• Transfiguration
• 10:20am 11:20am
Divine Liturgy
with blessing of
first-fruits
• 11:30am 12:30pm
VBS Registration
& Preview Day
• 7pm - 7:45pm
Paraclesis

12
• 9am - 9:30am
Akathist/Choir
practice
• 9:30am - 11am
Divine Liturgy:
Summer Hours

13
• St. Tikhon of
Zadonsk
• Dormition Fast
• 7pm - 7:45pm
Paraclesis

14
• Dormition Fast
• 7pm - 9pm
Vigil for
Dormition

15
• Dormition of
the Virgin Mary
• 10am 11:30am
Divine Liturgy
with blessing of
flowers and
herbs
• 7pm - 8pm
Vespers with
Akathist

16
• Icon "Not made
by Hands" and
Brancoveanu
Martyrs

17

18
• 10am - 11am
Baptism: Lorentz
• 5pm - 5:45pm
Great Vespers
with Confessions

19
• 9am - 9:30am
Akathist/Choir
practice
• 9:30am - 11am
Divine Liturgy:
Summer Hours

20
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Daily Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult VBS

21
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Daily Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult VBS

22
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Daily Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult VBS

23
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Daily Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult VBS

24
• 7pm - 7:30pm
Daily Vespers
• 7:30pm - 9pm
Adult VBS

25
• 5pm - 5:45pm
Great Vespers
with Confessions

26
• Ss. Adrian and
Natalia
• 9am - 9:30am
Akathist/Choir
practice
• 9:30am - 11am
Divine Liturgy:
Summer Hours

27

28

29

30

31

• Dormition Fast
• 10am - 1pm
Vacation Bible
School
• 7pm - 7:45pm
Paraclesis

7

• Dormition Fast
• 10am - 1pm
Vacation Bible
School
• 7pm - 7:45pm
Great Vespers
with Litya

• Beheading of
St. John the
Baptist (Strict
Fast)
• 10am - 11am
Divine Liturgy
• 7pm - 8pm
Vespers with
Akathist

6

8

• St. Herman of
Alaska
• Dormition Fast
• 10am - 11am
Divine Liturgy
• 10am - 1pm
Vacation Bible
School
• 7pm - 7:45pm
Paraclesis
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GOD GRANT YOU
MANY YEARS!

AUGUST COFFEE
HOUR SPONSORS

August Birthdays

August 5:

August 12: Olson

Adrian Apodaca
Alex Yuskavage
Cathy Dujmovic
Catherine Walter
Cristina Boicu
John Koory
Juliana Subu
Mana Mussi
Roseanna Cox
Roslyn Bahumian
Sophia Cleary
Stella Schmalzbach
Timothy Yuskavage

August 19: Schmalzbach Family
August 26: AVAILABLE
September 2: LABOR DAY WEEKEND
AVAILABLE
September 9: Parish Picnic (see back page)
September 16: Boicu Family

AROUND THE
COFFEE URN

August Anniversaries
10
16
19
26

A Mother's Choice

Lori Monica and Jonathan Jacobson
Fr. David and Psa Stephanie Subu
Eva and Jeff Beranek
George and Eleni Woglom

"A Mother's Choice" is a local non- profit, non- denominational organization which supports vulnerable
women who choose to see their pregnancies to full term.
Support is given through counseling, monetary help, and
through donations of clothing for the babies and maternity clothes for the mother.
Our parish has supported this charity for several
years. A basket will be on the table by the bookstore in
the fellowship hall in which you can put your donation.
Please be generous and donate whatever you can in the
form of disposable diapers, clothes, or NEW toys. They
do not accept car seats or cribs but other equipment can
also be donated. Please contact Tanya Danilchick if you
have big items that you would like to donate or if you
have any questions.

August Saint’s Name Days
26
30

Claudia Spita

St. Natalia: Natalya Sophia Beranek
St. Alexander of Constantinople:
Alexander Woglom

HOLY BREAD BAKER

Parish Book Store Summer Sale!

Genica

Stop by the bookstore to see 20% to
30% off on selected books.

EPISTLE READER

Also see the beautiful selection of
crosses that are available for sale.

John Koory
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Take coffee hour outside and join us next door at Tyler Park!
KIDS ACTIVITIES!
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!
A sign ups sheet will posted in the hall for items to bring. Please see
Ho Kim or Psa. Stephanie for more information

THE VEIL JOURNAL
St. Mary Orthodox Church
7223 Roosevelt Avenue
Falls Church, Virginia 22042
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