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P rotection of the Holy Mother of God 
parish is all grown up!  Hard to be-

lieve, but our community has officially 
been worshipping and serving inside the D.C. beltway for 
24 years!  We have reached the age in parish life when 
one looks back at its youth and reflects how simpler 
things were during òmission-hoodó.  We depended on 
others to provide us a functional space for worship, with-
out the worldly cares of what it takes to maintain the 
building. The community was smaller, more intimate, 
since every person had to contribute in some way in or-
der to get what needed to be done, done.  It was practice 
for the real thing to come! 
       After a few years, it was clear that the parish was 
growing up and developing into a fledging parish com-
munity. Like teenagers, we wanted a space of our own to 
better express our mission and uniqueness.  More and 
more visitors were coming, seeking a spiritual home that 
focused on English only services. Through Godõs divine 
providence, as well as the generosity of the faithful, we 
took that leap into independence and bought our own 
place!  Wow!  A building of our own!  Everyone was ex-
cited to claim it by decorating it with what represented 
Orthodoxy besté the presence of Iconography!  After 6 
long years of financial campaigning and planning, the 
sanctuary is now complete, and a drastic change to what 
it looked like before.   
       More and more services were being added, as well as 
outreach opportunities, which is the benefit of owning 
church property.  Tables and chairs were purchased to 
accommodate the growing number of children who need-
ed ministry through a Sunday School program. More so-
phisticated coffee hours were taking place to encourage 
parishioners to relax and enjoy each otherõs company. 
The community was slowly transitioning from acting like 
a mission to functioning as a real parish.  
     Now,  adulthood has set in, along with all of the aches 

and pains that go with it.  Our home is very well lived in, 
and wear and tear of the facility is taking its toll.  Utilities 
are always on the rise and as with any older building, we 
always need to be ready to replace items that no longer 
work. Responsibilities are greater than ever, compared to 
the days of showing up at a rented space one day a week.  
Our community has been going through a growth spurt 
in the last few years and we are in need of more space. 
      For the last six years, George and Eleni Woglom, 
along with Anna Caraveli, have worked tirelessly to or-
ganize our Dinner Dance & Silent Auction, as a response 
to the need for large scale fundraising. This is our most 
important fundraiser of the year.  Proceeds go to paying 
down our mortgage so we can usher in the next phase of 
growth: hall expansion, more parking, and upgrading the 
bathrooms.  Our dinner dances have proven to be very 
successful, but not by the organizers alone, but also 
through the many volunteers who contribute their time 
and talents to make our Dinner Dance unique and fun!   
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Most importantly, the biggest factor is YOU!  YOU 
purchased a ticket to come to the dinner.  YOU made a 
bid on an auction item.  YOU brought friends or family to 
the event to help us celebrate!  Without YOU getting in-
volved, our dinner dance wouldnõt be a success. We want 
YOU, as well as a friend, to attend this yearõs Luau, and 
be part of the next chapter of our parish history.  Please 
see the Woglomõs or Anna Caraveli on how YOU can vol-
unteer, donate an auction item, or to purchase tickets! 

Eleni & George Woglom  
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You  know how there are some 
things you just know are ònot 

you?ó  For some, nature trails and camping out evoke 
sheer horror and images of giant mosquitoes and de-
ranged serial killers lurking behind trees.  For me it is 
math, patiently assembling furniture or listening to how 
something works. Dancing is somewhere on this list.  
Give me any opportunity to express ideas or sing, and 
you wonõt be able to shut me up. Thatõs me. But things 
that require body coordination and patience?  
Definitely not me!  When I was a teenager, I 
would slowly back out of rooms if there was 
an attractive boy on site, so he wouldnõt 
watch my awkward walk.  So why is it that 
at these annual dinner dances, I throw my-
self into dancing like it was the thing I was 
born to do? 
 I recently looked at pictures of my-
self dancing at the auction two years ago. In 
my sober, post-dinner dance state, they 
seemed embarrassing: a middle-aged (maybe even òoldó 
according to some puristsñperish the thought) lady; an 
unseemly picture of tousled hair; red, sweaty face; di-
sheveled clothing and an unhinged look in my eyes. But 
while I was actually doing it ñbeing that crazy lady -- it 
was unfettered joy and abandon. And for some reason, 
this is what the experience of these annual events is for 
me: feeling unencumbered from having to òeditó how I 
want to be perceived; freed from endless assumptions of 
what others may be thinking or implying about me.  Life 
becomes simple and refreshing: bid, eat, talk, dance and 
repeat over and over again. 
 I am not sure why I get such joy out of our din-
ner dances. I remember elaborately planned, exclusive 
spa week-ends or trips abroad in periods of my life when 
I was searching for new escapes from depression or anxi-
ety.  The pressure of òhaving to enjoy themó because 
they were so expensive, took so long to plan or were the 
òlast resorts,ó actually increased my anxiety. But there 
are no weighty expectations at the dinner dance; no pro-
fessional networks or critical relatives to impress or ap-
pease! These are people you have prayed together at 
church; learned, struggled and shared with in study 
groups, informal discussions, events and lay ministries; 
whose children you watched grow. Or they are those 
who have recently joined and brought a fresh breath and 
fervor to our worship. They are òpeopleóñnot col-
leagues, clients, consumers, suppliers, suitors, contrac-

tors or any of our compartmentalized, anxiety -provoking 
relationship categories; and you are all joined in the pur-
suit of a common purpose that is bigger than any of you.  
And, to top it all off, you get to play dress -up and engage 
with them without any of the usual disruptions of tired 
children and other obligations cutting your coffee hour 
short.   
 I will grant you that not everyone who feels com-
fortable in an environment derives joy from the freedom 
of making fools of themselves! Maybe this is not your 
cup of tea.  But whatever your way of unwinding, this is 
a rare moment of uncomplicated joy and meaningful ca-
maraderie that is the essence of a community in Christ. 

 

FREE TO ACT LIKE AN IDIOT: 

Memories of Dinner Dances Past  

By Anna Caraveli  

0ÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÃÁÐÔÉÏÎ 

Oktoberfest 2011  
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 Just some of the fabulous auction items 
that will await for bidding areé 

Group Dinner Parties  *  Unique Items of Craft 

  Religious Items  *  Guided Tours  *  Themed Gift Baskets       
Service for Hire  *  Gourmet Baked Goods 

ALL THIS RIGHTEOUS FUN FOR ONLY                 
A  $50  SUGGESTED DONATION!   

 

Please make checks payable to St. Mary Orthodox Church with òDinner 
Danceó in the memo.  If you cannot afford the suggested donation, please 
consider donating what you can!  We would like to see 100% participation! 
Checks, along with your name, address, email , phone, and guest name(s), 
can be mailed to Eleni Woglom at:  9644 Boyett Court                                               
                                                          Fairfax, VA  22032.   
 
 

PAID RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED                        
BY SEPTEMBER 16.  NO TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR!!! 

Saturday, September 29, 2012   
Hosted at St. Lukeõs Orthodox Church in McLean, VA  

      6:00 P.M. to  11:00 P.M. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Come in festive tropical or semi-formal attire and bring dancing shoes!  òGolden Pineapple 
Awardó for the most exuberant outfit!  This event is open to everyone age 21 and over. 




